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find nothing to say in reason if I undertake such a con-
vention, by which, moreover, I flatter myself that I
render an essential service to France, seeing that I shall
certainly arrest 50,000 Russians by it, and shall hold in
check another 30,000 Austrians at least, who but for that
would all have acted against France."

He further endeavoured to discount his alliance
with George II. by turning a sympathetic ear to the
French plans for assisting the Young Pretender, and
by advising her to strike in Ireland and on the south
coast of England at the same time. It was beyond
his art, however, to disguise what he had done, and
Kaunitz knew how to profit by it.

The labours of the diplomatists were immense,
but at last they were successful. On May i, 1756,
by the Treaty of Versailles, both France and Aus-
tria undertook for the future to defend the European
possessions of the other with 24,000 men. In the
war with England, Austria was to remain neutral,
but if in the course of it any province of France in
Europe were to be attacked by any ally or auxiliary
of England, Austria promised by a secret article to
provide the stipulated assistance and France offered
a similar guarantee. This might be interpreted as
binding Austria to join in the war if the French
were masters of Hanover and the Prussians marched
against them. It thus deprived the Convention of
Westminster of half its value, and at the same time
threatened to connect the war against England,
which France had begun brilliantly at Minorca, with
the war against Prussia, for which Elizabeth was
clamouring. Negotiations for a still closer union